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UM RETIREE NAMED MONTANA’S TOP PROFESSOR 
MISSOULA -
A retired University of Montana faculty member has been singled out as the state’s top 
professor by two national associations that promote teaching excellence.
Gerry Brenner has been named 2003 Montana Professor of the Year by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching and the Council for the Advancement and 
Support of Education. Brenner retired at the end of the 2002-03 academic year after serving as 
a UM English professor for 35 years.
This is the fourth year running that a UM faculty member has won the prestigious 
honor, which recognizes one professor from each state for outstanding teaching at the 
undergraduate level.
Brenner was nominated for the honor by President George Dennison, and a number of 
alumni who took classes from Brenner over the years wrote letters of support. Dennison cited 
Brenner’s "profound love of teaching, his skill in the profession and his passion for the 
subjects he teaches" as characteristics that distinguished him as a popular professor among 
students and colleagues alike.
Brenner is an internationally recognized expert on Ernest Hemingway and has written
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books and magazine articles about the renowned author.
He consistently received high marks from students on semester evaluations over the 
years and earned the University’s highest teaching and scholarly awards. In 1988 graduating 
seniors voted him the Most Inspirational Teacher they had experienced while attending UM.
He received the UM Distinguished Teacher Award in 1993, and just last spring, his colleagues 
honored him as the University’s 2003 Distinguished Scholar.
CASE established the Professors of the Year program in 1981 and administers it with 
the Carnegie Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching.
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